448               Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
There are four ways in which the disease may be controlled, if not entirely eradicated. First, if the flock is small and not of great value and if many birds have died, it would be best to destroy the entire flock and start over again the following spring with day-old chicks. The house in the meantime must be carefully cleaned and disinfected, and if possible moved some distance from the old grounds. Second, if the flock is large or valuable from a breeding standpoint, control may be attempted by means of the physical examination of each bird. This examination must be repeated at frequent intervals and an attempt made to select and discard all birds not in prime condition. In other words, careful culling should be practiced every two or three months. This method is not the best, but will serve to prevent heavy losses. It is hard work and there are many discouragements. Third, the tuberculin test may be applied to the entire flock and all reacting birds removed. This method is effective when close attention is paid to sanitation, for it would be useless to test a flock and remove the reactors if nothing was done to clean up the premises. It may require several tests before the flock is declared clean. Even then it might easily become re-infected if untested birds were introduced into the flock. Fourth, the owner of a tuberculous flock might test and rid himself of all the infected birds and then make it a practice to keep the hens for only one laying year. In this way he would never have a large number of old hens in the flock. Since the older birds are the ones usually found in the advanced stages, this should eliminate a large number of the spreaders of the disease. If the young growing flock is kept apart from the older birds during the summer and returned to the central house only after it has been disinfected and the older birds disposed of, the chances are that the losses from tuberculosis will not be great. This plan may not appeal to the grower of pedigreed stock, but it should not cause hardship to the average fanner, because it is well known